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54TH CONGRESS, }

1st Session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
.

REPORT
{ No.1206.

LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF S. W. MARSTON.

APRIL

9, 1896. -Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to
be printed.

Mr. DE WITT, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 69.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (S. 69) for
the relief of the legal representatives of S. W. Marston_, havi-ng carefully considered the same beg leave to report the same with the recommendation that it be passed.
They adopt and append hereto the report of the Senate of this
Congress, which contains a full statement of the facts.

[Senate Report No. 37, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session.)

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 69) for the relief
of the legal representatives of S. W. Marston, have duly considered -the same and
submit the following report:
A predsely similar bill was favorably reported and passed in the Senate in the
l?ifty-third Congress, accompanied by Senate Report No. 169, which has been
reviewed and is again adopted, and is as follows:
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 198) to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to settle the claims of the legal representatives of S. W. Marston, late United States Indian a.gent at Union Agency, Ind. T.,
for services and expenses, submit th& following report:
This bill passed the Senate during the Fifty-second Congress, Mr. Dawes, chairman of the committee at that time, having reported it favorably in the following
language:
.
In the Forty-seventh Congress Senate bill 1035, precisely similar to this bill, was
passed by the Senate and failed in the House.
In the Forty-eighth Congress another bill (S. 1035), precisely similar to the present
bill and the bill (S. 1035) of the Forty-seventh Congress, was again passed by the
Senate and was favorably reported in the House (see H. R. Report No. 2647, Fortyeighth Congress, second session), but failed of final action.
In the Forty-ninth Cpngress Senate bill 220, precisely similar to this and said other
bills, was presented and favorably reported in the Senate (Senate Report No. 106,
Forty-ninth Congress, first session) and passed by the Senate and favorably reported
in the House (House Report 3897, Forty-ninth Congress, second session) and failed
o~ final actio?. Since tl?-e ~aking of t~ose re.ports the Rev. Dr. S. W. Marston has
died, and this present b1ll 1s for the relief of his legal representatives.
·
A precisely similar bill was favorably reported in the Fiftieth Congress by Senate
Report No. 352 and passed by the Senate and favorably reported in the House but
was not :finally considered.
'
In the Fifty-first Congress a precisely similar bill (S. 432) was favorably reported
by Senate Report No. 32 and passed by the Senate, but no final action in House.
This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be examined and
audited the claims of tlie legal representatives of S. W. Marston, late United States
Indian agent at Union Agency, Ind, T., for services rendered and expenses incurred
by_ him in Ju~y, Augustl S~pttmibel;', a.nd Qctober1 t8781 Mt to e~ceed $448,l01 appro•

pnl\i~eq vlwreni,

2

LEG.AL REPRESE T.A.TIVES OP S. W. MARSTON.

Tho claimant, now deceased, was Indian agent for the Union Agen~y, Incl. T.,
during the :fiscal years ending June 30, 1877 and 1878. On ,the 30th ~ay of June, 1878,
said nion .Agency was abolish.ed, tl;ereby v:ac~tmg the office of I;11dian agent at_ that
ag ncy. 'fhe Commissioner of Inchan Affairs rnst~ucted the. claimant to remam at
said ao-ency for the purpose of cloaing up the busmess of said agency. In obeying
the in~tructions of tii.e Commissioner of Indian Affairs h e incurred expenses and spent
nearly four months' time, and for which he 3:sks to be paid in_ all '.1' sum not e~ceeding
$H .10, if that amount is found to be due hu?J, upon an exammat10n and adJustment
of his account by the Secretary o~ the !~tenor. . .
.
.
Your committee, believing the bill and 1~s provisions to be Just and fair, report the
same back to the Senate and recommend its passage.
The following correspondence, h~d _during this 9ongres~, shows that the bill meets
the approval of the present Commiss10ner of Indian .A.:ff::nrs:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, September 21, 1893.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communicatiou of 7th
instant inclosino- for opinion, etc., Senate bill No.198, to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to ~ett,le the claims of the legal representatives of S. W. Marston, late
United States Indian acrent at Union .Agency, Ind. T., for services and expenses.
In :reply thereto I ha~e the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication
of the 20th instant from the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs on the subject, to whom
the matter was referred.
The views of the Commissioner are concurred in by this Department.
Very respectfully,
WM. H. SIMS, Acting Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
United States Senate.

DEPARTMENT

THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, September 20, 1893.
IR: I am in receipt by your reference of the 8th instant, for report, of a communication addressed to you by Hon. James K. Jones, chairman Senat e Committee on
Indian Affain1, in which he snl>1nits, for the opinion of the Department, Senate bill
o. 19 , to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to settle the cln,ims of the legal
ropre entatives of S. W. Marston, late United States Indian agent at Uniou Agency,
Incl. T., for Bervices rendered and expenses.
Tb bill enacts "that the Secretary of the Interior is hereby a uthorized and
clir ctod to cause to be examined and audited the claims of the legal represent,atives
of . \V. farston, late United States Indian agent at Union .Agency, Ind. T., for service!! rendered and expenses incurred by him in the months of July, .August, Septomher, and October, 1878, which claims were transmitted to the office of Indian
Affair about November in said year, and to pay to his le~al represen tatives whatev r Hnm of money may be found to be justly due to him for such services and
·xpenses, not exceeding in amount the sum of $448.10, :rnd a sufficient sum of money
to p,Ly the amounts so found due is hereby appropriated."
In r •ply I have the honor to state that by the ludin.n act, approved May 27, 1878,
th
ni?n .Agency in the lnclian 'ferritory was abolished, and the duties devolving
upon :ud agency were transferred to the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
t the elate of the passacre of said act, late agent S. W . Marston was in charge, and
th r cord of this office show that he remainAd in charge of the agency several
mont.bs after June 30, 1878, settling up the agency business under direction of this
ollic , and that he neces. arily incurred expenses on account of.traveling and services
rendered as acting agent.
'
n he 20th day of ovember, 1878, he filed in this office a claim for services and
xp n , aggregating the sum of $448.10, but no action was taken thereon for want
f funds applicable to tbe payment thereof.
Th clai~s filed appear to be just and equitable, and I respectfully recommend
that tho bill be returned to the Senate committee with the approval of the Department.
I return herewith the letter of enator Jones and inclosure.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. M. BROWNING, Comrnissionei·.
The SECRETARY OF TUE I TJ~RIOR.
01<'

Your committee, b lieving tho provi ions of the bill to be just and fair re:port the
sa.me back to the enate and recommend its passage.
'
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